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The tablets run software from Mi-Corporation, or Mi-Co, of Research Triangle Park, N.C. Mi-Co customized its software, called Mi-Forms, to allow inspectors to use a stylus to manually note test-site conditions, results and sample characteristics, Baca says. 
[…]
The new capabilities allowed inspectors to speed up their testing regimen—they sampled 176,468 cattle in 2004, more than eight times the 2003 total of 20,543—and hit their goal of 260,000 in January 2005, months ahead of schedule.
In Wilson County, Debra Harris estimates that nurses are able to save one hour per nurse per day on paperwork*. Rather than increasing the number of visits nurses made each day, the nurses are given the time to provide more quality care to their patients. Harris concludes that the quality of care and patient satisfaction increases based on this use of the time. 

Since Mi-Forms eliminates the manual keying of OASIS data there was an expectation that the number of late submissions would be reduced. During a six month time frame (and before a fully completed implementation of the Mi-Forms System), Wilson County saw a reduction in the number of late submissions from up to 31% in a month to 8% in a month.

"Coordinating through Mi-Co, we obtained the Mi-Forms pilot software and the Tablet PCs.  With the positive results of the pilot, we then prepared a project budget and got authorization for implementing the application. We bought the first 60 Tablet PCs to run Mi-Co's application.” Debra Harris, Home Health Director, Wilson County, NC
"Mi-Co is on the leading edge of digital writing technology.  Because of their technology leadership and their marquee customer and partner relationships with commercial deployment of our core technology, Mi-Co has been and continues to be one of our most valued partners in North America."  Pietro Parravicini , President, Anoto, USA
"We looked at 2 other vendors but they were not close to what Mi-Co offered in terms of functionality....the sales team was very knowledgeable and the product was simply the best available". Chuck Schroeder, IT Manager, Spectrasite
“Your professional research/support team members are top-notch and a major reason the Mi-Co product line remains the most innovative and flexible handwriting capture platform in the market. Allstream's ability to show-case this diversity is now reaping the benefits as we have several large enterprise customers and partners in the Canadian market ready to engage with us.” Rick DaSilva, Allstream
"From the announcement of the Logitech io Digital pen, Mi-Co has been a major player because of its customers such as the Internal Revenue Service and Boston Public Health Commission and due to its broad knowledge of mobile data capture applications. In our early discussions with the analyst community, such as IDC, Mi-Co was seen as an excellent example of software technology that would drive digital writing." Chris Bull. General Manager, Digital Writing, Logitech

"Mi-Co has been supporting Tablet PC since its inception, their product integration and overall support of the platform proves that we have a vibrant ecosystem for partners to succeed. Mi-Co has recently met the requirements to become a Premier Tablet PC ISV Partner and we are thrilled to have them as one of our leaders in this space.” Frank Gocinksi, ISV Business Development and Evangelism Manager Microsoft Mobile Platforms Division.
“I am impressed with the capabilities and flexibility of Mi-Forms version 5.  I have been using the version 5 beta release to improve personal productivity.  The time and money savings by re-engineering business processes using this technology are obvious.” Rob Guttman, Strategist & Manager, Model Driven Business Transformation IBM T.J. Watson Research Center

“Data capture and entry is fast and simple with the new Digital Pen technology for AIMSweb. This digital scoring system provides the fastest, easiest, and most comfortable way to capture test scores and best of all, upload them directly and electronically into AIMSweb,” Gary Germann, President of Edformation
“We have specific goals in mind with the implementation of this technology and we expect an overall decrease in costs related to printing forms, copying forms, storing forms and completing forms. In addition, we feel that the quality of our data will continue to increase because we will eliminate potential errors that occur when data is manually transferred into an electronic database from pen/paper entries. We like the fact that the staff will have the effectiveness of an electronic process but the ease of use of a paper system.” Diane Arrants, Director of IT at Kershaw County Medical Center

In accepting the User of the Year Award, Dale Nelson, Veterans Affairs stated, “With Mi-Forms we can now accomplish in three months what it used to take three years to do”.

According to Dr. Richard Shaw of Sutter Health, “Using Mi-Forms software and the Tablet PC technology, we now have the right person collecting the right data at one point in time. Sutter Health, with over 41,000 employees, has a network of 28 hospitals and physician groups in Northern California

2002 and 2003
 “Inefficiency in new drug development is an ongoing weakness in the industry. It now takes some $800 million and 12 years to get a new product to market. This largely reflects the degree of difficulty in the development process. The Mi-Co technology facilitates capturing clean data.” Dr. Michael Rosenberg, President and CEO of Health Decisions
"The Logitech io Digital Pen’s ability to seamlessly merge the world of pen and paper with the digital world of personal computing is opening opportunities for Logitech in the enterprise space. Collaborations such as this one with Mi-Co are unveiling new methods to capture, collect and disseminate handwritten data.” Chris Bull Director of Marketing for the Logitech io Digital Pen

“The HIPAA regulations require hospitals and physicians to provide patients with their Notice of Privacy Practices, and patients must acknowledge receipt of the Notice. Mi-Co has developed an innovative product approach that captures and stores the patient’s signature electronically. This is an option that may be of assistance to our members as they strive to meet the HIPAA requirements.” Holt Anderson, Executive Director of NCHICA.

“Mi-Co’s focus on electronic ink processing and handwriting recognition for enterprise applications is a natural fit with the Tablet PC.  Motion Computing’s partnership with Mi-Co will allow us to broaden the benefits of the M1200 Tablet PC and promote ultra-mobility in some of the most paper-intensive industries.”  Kim Kasee, Motion Computing’s vice president of marketing.

 “The Mi-Forms mobile data capture project has had a number of positive impacts. First, we have seen an overall decrease in cost related to printing forms, copying forms and the storage of forms.  Second, we have witnessed an increased acceptance in complying with HIPAA regulations by securing patient data in computer files rather than paper that is less secure.  Finally, we have given the nursing staff better access to patient information with regard to previous notes and visit records.  This has empowered the nurses to spend less time with paperwork and more time with the patients” Debra Harris, Wilson County Home Health Director.

“We are delighted to have Mi-Co as an organizational member. The support of our members enables HL7 to move much more rapidly on projects that are critical to the healthcare industry like Version 3 and the Reference Information Model.” Wes Rishel, HL7 chair.

2004

“As the demands on healthcare and other workers increase, it has become more difficult to collect data. The Mi-Forms solution for Tablet PCs is the logical next step to eliminate the post-processing tasks associated with paper-based data collection solutions.  Yet, the real attraction of the Mi-Forms solution is that filling out electronic forms is just as easy and as fast as using paper.  The end result is a secure, one-step process whereby both document data and images can be sent to multiple host systems without the use of keyboards or scanners.” Scott McLaughlin, Sr. Technical Advisor at Optiform
“We have been extremely pleased with the results thus far and are looking forward to continuing our long relationship with Mi-Co and the Mi-Forms mobile data capture software solution. Selecting Mi-Co to support our mobile data capture efforts has saved us a tremendous amount of time, effort and money over the next three years,”          Debra Harris, Director of Wilson County Home Health Department.
 “We want to make our mobile data capture activities easy to use, cost effective and flexible.  In our pilot we are implementing Mi-Forms Software on Tablet PCs to test the system from form design through the communication of information to our data bases” Charles Schroeder, Director of Systems Development at SpectraSite. 

“The system conforms to the way our time-constrained professionals work. We’ve simply replaced pen and paper with digital ink and Tablet PCs.  With this change, we’re now in a position to collect an entire spectrum of data and deposit the data simultaneously in a clinical system or a national registry. At the Medical Center we can now even send images of forms to our Electronic Medical Record (EMR) System saving a number of steps in that process. It’s like zapping your paper form right into the database.” Dr. Richard Shaw, Director of Research, Quality and Education for the Sutter Pacific Heart Centers of Sutter Health

“Implementing a data collection application in the healthcare arena requires knowledge and understanding of a number of key issues and concepts, such as HIPAA compliance, data encryption and data integration via HL7 protocols. From form design to system administration, the Mi-Forms application is perfectly suited for virtually any healthcare organization that wants to increase the efficiency and the effectiveness of their data capture process.”  Scott McLaughlin, Optiform
“These applications are the types that turn a general hardware device, in this case a Tablet PC, into a vertical or specific solution device. Digital ink applications on Tablet PCs can be an excellent fit for organizations needing to capture data while in a true mobile state. There are devices that are smaller, and more easily carried than tablets, but the devices with a smaller form factor can make ink input quite cumbersome.” Kevin Burden, IDC Program Manager-Mobile Devices

“When we first analyzed Mi-Co’s flagship software, the Mi-Forms System, we realized that the combination of a handwriting interface with new mobile data capture platforms (like the Tablet PCs and the Digital Pens) could really save our clients time and money. Plus, with such state of the art technology we are extremely pleased that Mi-Co already had some strategic customers in the Federal marketplace. One Government agency has already demonstrated a 60 percent reduction in data collection time by using the Mi-Forms system. At ASM we want to bring those types of positive results to our clients.” Jeri Lassiter, President ASM.

“Mi-Co’s technology is very exciting because it will make participation in clinical trials easier and more acceptable to very busy clinicians. The digital writing techniques we have been testing are much easier to use than a keyboard and mouse. In addition, these techniques will provide more accurate data because of the system’s ability to check for data errors throughout the process from data capture to data communication.” Dr. Etta Pisano at UNC 
